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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

The applicant filed a patent application for the above- 
referenced invention as application serial no. 10/049,744 on 
May 16, 2002. The United States Patent and Trademark office 
"finally" rejected the application in an Office Action dated 
February 9, 2005. This Preliminary Amendment is a component of a 
Request for Continuing Examination of this application and responds 
to the specific arguments mae by the USPTO in that "final" Office 
Action. 


